
 

 

Access to Counsel USCIS FOIA February 6, 2012 Production – Highlights  

Key documents: 

Pages 2-4: Seating policy- Email directives from 2010 and 2011 regarding policy of allowing attorneys to sit next 
to their clients and concern that some field offices are not incompliance. 

Pages 67-74: Representation overseas- Email correspondence regarding representation of refugees overseas 
(note that USCIS did not release the “old counsel opinion” referenced in an email). 

Pages 117-118, Pages 1670-1671: Directive to review AIC and AILA’s proposed revisions to the AFM 

Pages 967-968: Stalled review of the AFM: email correspondence indicating there is “a lot of interest” in 
amending the counsel provisions of the AFM and an explanation that the amendment process was stalled in 
2007. 

Page 1355: “Just trying to get this right – esp. given I-797 fiasco”- A redacted 2011 email (probably regarding 
amendments to the AFM) with the title “Just trying to get this right – esp. given I-797 fiasco.” 

Page 1862: Beneficiary’s right to representation: Email clarifying that the beneficiary may be represented, and 
recognizing that “it has become an issue in one office.” 


